Summary: A 33 year old man with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome developed a toxic megacolon. The patient was admitted with a two month history of diarrhoea. Cryptosporidia were isolated from all stool specimens. Clinically and radiographically he developed toxic dilatation of the colon which responded to conservative management.
Introduction
Toxic megacolon, characterized by dilatation of the colon to at least 6 cm on plain abdominal X-ray in the presence of clinical toxicity, was recognized as a complication of ulcerative colitis in the 1950s.' Since then it has been recognized as a complication of several intestinal infections,2 and we describe a case in an immuno-suppressed patient infected with cryptosporidium. Case 
